
8  ENHANCE •1st Quarter 2024			                                       

HEBREW WORD FOCUS

Do we read our Bibles as if they are the 
most relevant source for understanding 
the world around us?  Does our modern 

‘Christian’ worldview have no category or room 
for war? 
The current events in the Middle East are a wake-
up call for all Christians to take more seriously the 
reading of our whole Bibles.  Do we have an un-
Biblical view of the future, that a ‘good God’ wouldn’t 
allow judgment, hardship or suffering?
We must not be ignorant of the fact the Bible warns us 
that wars will come.  They should not unravel our faith 
in the goodness and power of God.  One of the biblical 
names of God is Adonai Tzevaot יְְהֹֹוָָה צְְבָָאוֹת which means 
“The Lord of the Armies/Hosts”.  This powerful name 
of God, found 235 times in the Hebrew Scriptures, is 
spotlighted in the following, ‘David said to the Philistine, 
“You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but 
I come against you in the Name of Adonai Tzevaot, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied”’ (1 Samuel 
17:45).  David courageously and wisely chose not to 
compare himself to Goliath, but rather to compare 
Goliath to the Almighty Lord.
This word Tsevaot is the plural of Tsava 
 the Hebrew word for ‘army’ (still – צָָבָָא
used in modern Hebrew to refer to 
the IDF).  “Tzava” can refer to either 
an army or a great multitude or host, 
as is the case in Genesis, “Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished, and 
all the Tzavaot (host) of them” (Genesis 2:1).  This root 
family is about commanding (often militarily) over a 
large number.  An army carries out the desire of its 
commander (see Joshua 5:13-15, 2 Kings 6:16-17).
Other words in the same family of words sharing the 
primary root letters include:
Tzava צָָבָָא - to wage war / to serve
Tzeva צְְבָָא - to be inclined, desire, be pleased
From these root letters we also get the verb meaning 
“to command an army”- hitzbi.
As we read in Exodus, the Lord refers to the great mass 
of Israelites he delivered out of Egypt as his “Tzava”: 
“Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts 
of judgment I will bring out my Tzevaot (hosts/ divisions/ 
multitudes), my people the Israelites.” (Exodus 7:4).
God is a trustworthy, mighty God – a God who is 
zealous and protective of his own people: “For Israel 
and Judah have not been forsaken by their God, Adonai 
Tzevaot” (Jeremiah 51:5).  Adonai Tzevaot can give 
protection and victory in battle: “For the Lord your 
God is he who goes with you to fight for you against your 

enemies, to give you the victory.” (Deuteronomy 20:4, 
also see Joshua 6:2).  He sees everything and will hold 
everyone accountable for their actions, “The Lord 
guards [keeps/watches over] all those who love him, but he 
destroys all the wicked” (Psalm 145:20).
Jesus did not promise our lives on earth would be 
free of war or tragedy.  In fact, he warned us of the 
opposite, “I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have shalom. In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33).  It is 
critical we set this reality firmly in our minds, so our 
faith in God is not shaken when we see these things, 
“You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see to 
it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen” 
(Matthew 24:6).
Yet, God is deeply compassionate, and carefully 
outworking his redemptive plans.  We should read the 
recent reports of bloodshed in Israel (and other countries) 
with great sadness, anguish and empathy – mirroring 
the heart of God towards suffering and injustice.  The 
Lord assures us that the glorious eternal future will 
be one without war, “…They will beat their swords into 
ploughshares … Nation will not take up sword against 

nation, nor will they train for war 
anymore” (Isaiah 2:4).
God takes wickedness seriously and 
will judge it, but takes no pleasure in 
needing to punish the unrepentant, 
“Say to them, ‘As I live’, declares the 
Lord God, ‘I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked 

turn from his way and live …’” (Ezekiel 33:11)
‘“Vengeance is mine”, says the Lord’ (Deuteronomy 
32:35).  He will bring recompense and restore justice 
and righteousness on this earth, “He will swallow up 
death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears 
from all faces” (Isaiah 25:8).
Should we do everything we can, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, to promote shalom? Absolutely!  Should 
we attempt to compromise with evil? Certainly not!
Our true hope – and Israel’s true hope – is Adonai 
Tzevaot.  He has ultimate sovereignty over everything 
on heaven and earth.  He shall have the final say.  
He brings his salvation, comfort, and healing as 
he masterfully orchestrates (commands!) all of his 
creation with a unique and powerful authority,
“Holy, holy, holy is Adonai Tzevaot; the whole earth is full 
of his glory” (Isaiah 6:3).
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