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Imagine there is a British man who desires to be a 
citizen of Jerusalem.  He wakes up each morning 
believing he is still in London and spends his busy 

days planning, striving, navigating, travelling, and 
worrying about how to make his way to the Holy City.  
At the end of each day he feels exhausted and discouraged, 
wondering if he has yet to determine the right route.

Surprisingly, what he does not realise is that he is already 
there.  For years this man has already been in Jerusalem - 
exactly where he hopes to be.  But, no matter what others tell 
him, all he can think is how he must try harder to travel to 
Jerusalem by his own means.  Obviously this looks very silly 
to those around him!

Over the last year I realised that I sometimes act like this 
man; not believing I am already exactly where I long to be.  
The journey is already complete.  Jesus has picked me up 
and put me back down safely in ‘Jerusalem.’  He has paid 
the travel fare and done all of the work.  Isn’t it so much 
easier to stay put right where you are than to travel to a 
seemingly unattainable destination?

All along I had precisely the status I strived for so many 
years to earn – righteous in the sight of God.  Jesus had made 
me acceptable and pleasing to God. Why was that so 
difficult to believe?  God was not disappointed 
in me, nor was he withholding his love until I 
performed better.  How much wasted time, 
energy, and heartache to not accept this truth!

If we have accepted God’s free gift of salvation 
through Jesus, then we are already seated in 
heavenly places with the Messiah.  All we have 
to do is to stay put!  To abide,

“… and be found in [Messiah], not having my own righteousness, 
which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Messiah, 
the righteousness which is from God by faith …” (Philippians 3:9).

Righteousness (tzedeq in Hebrew) is so central to the 
message of the Bible!

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I will raise 
to David a Branch of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, 
and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In his days 
Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely. Now this is his 
name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord Our Righteousness’ 
(ADONAI TZIDQENU)” (Jeremiah 23:5-6, see also 33:14-16).

Righteousness is essential to the character of God 
(Psalms 71:19; 116:5).  He is righteous and all his actions 
are righteous (Deuteronomy 32:4).  The Messiah embodies 
and demonstrates this perfectly: “Loving-kindness and truth 
have met together; righteousness and shalom have kissed each 
other.” (Psalm 85:10; 96:13).  His righteousness is available 
for all mankind: “The Lord has made known his salvation; 
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.”  
(Psalm 98:2) 

Biblically, righteousness is a ‘right-ness’ of morals/ethics/
character/actions that lines up perfectly with truth.  It is a 

right-standing before God, and to be blameless in relation 
to the Law.  In English, we often separate the two ideas 
of being justified in a judicial sense and being morally 
upright/blameless.  We use the two words ‘justice’ and 
‘righteousness’ in English to accurately explain this single 
Hebrew word/idea.  There is a family of Hebrew words 
around this topic:
צָדַק - Tzadaq - to Be Righteous / Just  (verb)
צַדִּיק - Tzadiq - Righteous / Just / Righteous one

 (adjective) (see Isaiah 24:16)
צֶדֶק - Tzedeq - Righteousness/ Right-ness (noun)
Tzedaqah - Righteous Gift (Alms/Charitable -צְדָקָה

 Giving) (noun)
So how can one be made righteous? Is it through 

religiosity, good behaviour, or the keeping of the Law?  No, 
the Bible is clear we cannot reach the status of tzadiq by our 
own merits:

“As it is written, “there is no one righteous, no not one …. 
Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified [made 
righteous] in his sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But 
now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of 
God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For 

there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, being justified [made righteous] 
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation 
by his blood, through faith, to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed, 

to demonstrate at the present time his righteousness, that he might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Where is 
boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified [made 
righteous] by faith apart from the deeds of the law.”(Romans 3:10, 
20-28)

No one can earn righteousness, but God will freely give
it – not in instalments, but in one lump sum!  Even Abraham 
was only reckoned righteous because of his faith, and not 
his works (Genesis 15:6).  Jesus’ sinless life, and then his 
death, burial, resurrection, and ascension was God’s creative 
solution to the problem of the ages: that God might remain 
righteous, and yet make the unrighteous righteous.  There is 
no other way the problem could be solved but through the 
Cross.

To be made righteous we must come to the end of ourselves 
– to go through the Law as our tutor (Galatians 3:24) – until
we realise we cannot do it ourselves, and that we do not need
to do it ourselves (Romans 10:2-13; 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9).  The
Law itself is perfectly good and righteous, but mankind is
incapable of keeping it fully because of our sinful nature
(Romans 7:12).  When self-righteousness is finally laid down,
we can understand that the Lord is our Righteousness –
Adonai Tzidqenu.

Adonai Tzidqenu
The Lord Our Righteousness
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In humility we can admit that we have nothing whatsoever 
to commend ourselves to the grace of God, but faith in Jesus 
(Isaiah 64:4).  Because of Jesus’ imputed righteousness, God 
can be pleased with us, despite our own weaknesses and 
failures.  Although I understood that salvation itself was by 
faith through grace alone, I had stopped short of grasping 
the fullness of God’s gift.  I falsely believed that once 
saved by God then I had a stack of expectations for me to 
continually meet in order to reach the status of ‘righteous,’ 
or else he would be disappointed and disapproving of me.

Have you stopped short too?  All of God’s expectations – 
the righteous requirements of the Law – have already been 
decisively met on our behalf by Jesus on the cross.  Because 
Jesus kept the Law perfectly and then traded places with us, 
we can be made righteous in him (Romans 8:1-6; Colossians 
2:13-14).  “For he made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 

we might become the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 
5:21).  He has traded our failing grade for his perfect  
report card.

Now we can live out our faith and calling, in grace 
and obedience by his Holy Spirit.  This is not to earn our 
righteousness, but out of a love for God in light of our freely- 
received status as righteous ones (John 14:15, 23; Ephesians 
2:8-10; 2 Timothy 4:8).  He deserves all the glory!
“For the Lord is righteous, he loves righteousness; the upright 
will behold his face.” (Psalm 11:7)

If you are interested in learning the Hebrew language through online 
tuition (or in person if you are local to Berkshire), or if you are interested 
in hosting a Hebrew language day for a group in your area, please contact 
Melissa for more details at: hebrew.explore@gmail.com


