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e’ve heard God is our Provider - but what
does that actually mean?

This summer my family and I were invited for a
meal at a campsite we visited. When I saw our hostess a few
hours before the meal, I asked her what we could bring.

“Just bring yourselves,” she generously replied. “I have
already provided for you. It will be lovely to spend time
with you.”

I checked again that she really had enough for all of us,
and then I profusely thanked her.

Then as I walked away, replaying her words in my head,
I felt the Lord gently speak to me: “That is what I have done
for you too. I've already provided for you.”

Sure enough, when we arrived at our friends’ tent a few
hours later, an elaborate collection of folding tables and
garden chairs were assembled — enough to accommodate all
of the invited guests. The table was laid, and the food was
plentiful and delicious. In the end, even more guests were
invited from neighbouring tents to enjoy the feast.

The Lord used this family’s generosity to challenge my
notion of what his provision looks like in my life. So often
I feel I do not want to be a burden, or that I must bring
something to the table, or that my needs are a
surprise to God.

Today we have lost sight of the crucial
planning that went into a long journey in biblical
times. We are spoiled and blessed by the luxury
of endless service stations and supermarkets.
They relieve of us of the pressure to anticipate
and pack provisions.

In Abraham’s day the length and expected
time of a journey was carefully calculated. Food
was meticulously prepared, counted and distributed so that
all of the sojourners’ needs would be meet for the entire
duration.

What if God, as our Provider, has already looked ahead,
anticipated all our needs, and is confident that he has
plenty to accommodate us? What if there are no surprises or
emergencies in Heaven?

The Biblical Hebrew word for “provider’ indeed paints a
picture of God seeing our needs — and seeing to them! In
fact, the very phrase used to describe God'’s role as Provider
is ‘Adonai Yireh’ nXY Min? “The-LORD-Will-Provide”. This
could also be translated as “the LORD who sees”. Yireh is
from the verb rah nNX1 which means see/look/perceive/
behold!*

This phrase comes from the account of Abraham’s
binding of Isaac in Genesis 22: “And Abraham lifted up his
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham
called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is
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said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
(Genesis 22:13-14)

Yireh is also related to the word Hagar uses to praise God
for his provision of water for her and Ishmael in their hour
of need: “So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her,
“You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen
him who looks after me.” (Genesis 16:13)

God'’s provision for his people includes the physical, like
rams and water, and also the spiritual. Abraham’s binding of
Isaac is a powerful foreshadowing of the incomparable work
that Jesus the Messiah accomplished on the cross, through
which the provision for all our needs has been decisively
met. There, at the same place that Abraham offered up his
son, our Heavenly Father offered up his own precious Son
as a fulfilment of Genesis 22:14.

In Jesus we now have all our spiritual needs provided for:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ (Messiah) with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places” (Ephesians 1:3). What a marvellous truth!

Although there is much to be said of the virtues of tithes,
offerings, and wise investments, God’s provision for our
essential needs is a gift of grace from a loving Heavenly
Father. Do I feed or clothe my young children based on their
good behaviour? Certainly not! I care for their
needs because they are my beloved children -
not because they have earned it. Jesus echoes
the same sentiment about God’s provision:

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from
your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:29-31)

We are to seek first his Kingdom and his righteousness,
and let God take care of the provisions as he foresees our
needs (Matthew 6:33). Though it is vital to guard against
laziness, greed, or a sense of entitlement:

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of
the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will
be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation,
into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root
of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pangs. But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.”
(1 Timothy 6: 6-11)

Ultimately, money is not our provider. The Lord is
our Provider — Adonai Yireh. Sometimes he uses money to
provide for us, but he can provide in many creative ways. A
currency could crash tomorrow and millions in cash would
be worthless, but the Lord’s provision is secure, and not
restricted to this world’s financial system.
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“Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with
what you have, for he has said, I will never leave you nor forsake
you.” So we can confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”
(Hebrews 13:5-6)

Do you feel disqualified from God’s provision because of
past mismanagement of finances? The story of the Prodigal
Son offers amazing hope for even the most despairing of
situations (Luke 15:11-32). Despite the fact that the younger
son had squandered half of his father's money - he is
immediately welcomed back and given the family’s signet
ring. He is not shamed, punished or condemned by the
father upon his return. Do you trust that your Heavenly
Father will do the same for you, if you humble yourself in
his presence?

If you are experiencing hardship in the area of provision,
then call upon the Lord to show you why. We serve the God
who sees and cares about our needs, spiritual, financial or
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otherwise — and he sees to them! Do we believe that the Lord
has already provided for us? That we are seen by him? Are
we trusting that he has enough and is enough for all our
needs? Are we willing to forsake any love of money to fully
trust him — our generous Adonai Yireh?

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)

If you are interested in learning the Hebrew language through online
tuition (or in person if you are local to Berkshire), or if you are interested
in hosting a Hebrew language day for a group in your area, please contact
Melissa for more details at: hebrew.explore@gmail.com

1. Note: The LORD our Yireh is famously rendered as ‘Jehovah Jireh” in
certain Bible translations and songs, but the word Jehovah is a misnomer. It
is a muddle of two Hebrew names for God (the consonants from YHVH and
the vowels from Adonai). More information regarding Jehovah is available
in the Hebrew word studies section of CFI's Kesher course.
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