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“The Lord of hosts is with us...

repositions are a daily topic of
Pconversation for me. As alanguage

teacher I am constantly explaining their
usefulness and significance. Sometimes the
smallest words in a sentence can make the
biggest impact. What a difference that God is

“for me”, rather than “against me”!

One such small, but mighty word in the Scriptures is
“with” or DV - ‘im in Hebrew. This tiny preposition
gets joined together with a few other words to form
the beautiful title of the Messiah 5N1JD.U “Immanuel”,
which explains the Lord’s relation in pr0x1mity to us.
He is alongside us — not far from us. He dwells right
among us. (Another word denoting accompaniment,
also meaning “with”, is nx — ‘et, which is a closely
related synonym of ‘im.)

From the moment that mankind’s

Godis DRIV

with us

Immanuel

Selah.” (Psalm 46:7)

go. He is with us as we step into the difficult family
situation, the office, the classroom, the hospital, the
shop, the quiet house or the noisy train. His presence
makes all the difference. “Have I not commanded

you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the Lorp your God will be with you
wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). What if our spiritual
eyes were opened to a heightened awareness of God’s
presence, like Elisha? “And Elisha prayed, “Open his
eyes, LORrD, so that he may see.” Then the LorD opened the
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses
and chariots of fire all around Elisha” (2 Kings 6:17).

At key moments in the dramatic life story of
Joseph, exactly when Joseph’s situation seems most
despairing, we read “the Lorp was with him” (see
Genesis 39). The Almighty walked alongside him.
The Lord helped Joseph, not necessarily out of his
difficult circumstances (at least not as

fellowship with God broke in Genesis 3,

quickly as Joseph surely would have

a divine rescue mission was launched to Jesus said , Sure{y preferred), but rather in them. God was
restore the relationship — culminating in . near | os_eph m slavery. God was near
the birth and ministry of the long-awaited l am WlthyOU }osegh n pI‘lSI)n. Wthdloseph’S father,
Immanuel. The same God that walked acob, intensely wrestled a stranger
with Adam and Eve in the “cool of the a l Way S, to th e Ve'}’ in the darkness of the night, that was

day’, continues to seek restoration and
nearness. God saw that we could never

endoftheage

precisely the moment that Jacob found
himself with God (see Genesis 32). As

make it back to him on our own, so he

came to us. When Jesus took on human form, he truly
became “God with us.” He entered our humanity to
make it possible for us to return to the Father.

“She [Mary] will give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had
said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
(which means, “God with us”)” (Matthew 1:21-23,
quoting Isaiah 9:7).

When a wise mentor gave the address at our wedding,
the main passage he spoke from came from Mark’s
gospel account, “He appointed twelve that they might be
with him...” (Mark 3:14). His point was to emphasise
Jesus’ desire for fellowship with his followers, and to
encourage each of us to prioritise being with the Lord.

God’s presence gives us shalom, comfort, and
encouragement. “So do not fear, for I am with you; do
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand” (Isaiah 41:10).

How different would our days be if we stopped to
remember the reality that God is with us wherever we

war and judgment approaches Judah
in Jeremiah’s day, God’s message is: *“They will fight
against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you
and will rescue you,” declares the LorRD” (Jeremiah 1:19).

Pages and pages could be filled with examples from
the Bible of God’s presence being with someone in
the midst of challenges and adversities (as well as

in peaceful moments), because as Jesus said, “...
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”
(Matthew 28:20). It's our awareness that needs to

be reset onto him. He is already near. Those who
have submitted their lives to God are “hidden with
the Messiah in God” (see Colossians 3:3). God is not
disinterested, cold or far-off. He is the answer to
our loneliness, our brokenness, our longing, and our
desire to belong.

The point of God coming to be with us is to dwell in
fellowship together, enjoying and glorifying him — not
just then, or now, but forevermore. “And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be
their God” (Revelation 21:3).
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