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calendar year, I made some 2017 resolutions

about eating more healthily. But my plans took
an abrupt, unexpected twist in January when I came
across 1 Corinthians 10:31: “... whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God.”

This verse was not new to me, but I had never stopped to
consider actually applying it to my life. What would it even
look like to do so? I sensed that my motives (and actions)
required alterations, and I was genuinely intrigued at this
invitation to a better, more holy way of daily dining—and
life. So I stopped and asked the Lord how a person could
eat and drink to his glory.

Like many people at the beginning of a new

Why do so many of us have difficulty following the
instructions of 1 Corinthians 10:31? Firstly, we are fighting
the deeply ingrained Greek mindset in our culture that says,
“God only cares about the ‘spiritual’ aspects of our life, and
not any day-to-day ‘mundane’ tasks and realities.” Plus,
few of us understand what ‘glory” in fact means. I realised
immediately that I only had a vague idea!

In this first part of a two-part Hebrew word study, I hope
to present a biblical definition of glory and then point to
Jesus as the perfect representation of God’s glory. In the
second part I plan to suggest how mankind and
creation can reflect God’s glory, and then to
express some hebraic thoughts on the practical
application of eating and drinking to the glory of

Glory is
God’s

Glory 7123

To my surprise, the word Shekinah does not appear in the
text of the Tanakh, although the idea is certainly there! It
appears in extra-biblical Hebrew literature and is connected
by root letters to the word for tabernacle W mishkan used
in the Tanakh.

We are in good company if we are seeking to know and
understand God’s kavod better. It was Moses” heart cry:

‘Then Moses said, “Now show me your kavod.” And the LorD
said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will
proclaim my name, the Lorp, in your presence” ... Then the LORD
came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed
his name, the Lorp. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming,
“The Lorp, the Lorp, the compassionate and gracious God, slow
to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin ...” Moses
bowed to the ground at once and worshiped” (Exodus 33:18-19;
Exodus 34:5-8).

Kavod is a complicated word to describe because it is
grand and complex, rather than concrete. God’s glory is
impossible to put in a box, as it is endlessly abundant.

So here is an imperfect attempt at a definition based on the
biblical use of the word:

Glory is God’s awesome greatness on display.
God’s glory is the public presentation of his
infinite worth, majestic beauty, astounding
creativity, limitless power, righteous nature,

God. awesome unmatched significance, and perfect holiness; he
The central word for glory 7122 kavod, comes is intrinsically worthy of great honour. God is so
from the verb 722 kavad which means to be gl‘eatness weighty and important, that when this is shown

heavy, weighty, burdensome, honoured.

Even in English we use a similar word picture when we
talk about something significant by saying, “it is a weighty
matter”.

Kavad is connected with a family of words through its
root letter system:

Kaved - heavy (adjective)

Kaved - liver (believed to be the “heavy organ”) (noun)
Koved - heaviness, abundance (noun)

Kavod - glorious (adjective)

Kavod - abundance, honour, glory, splendour (noun)
Kvudah - abundance, riches (noun)

Kvedet - heaviness (noun)

The Hebrew word for heavy 72132 kaved is connected to
honour/glory 7312 kavod, and conversely the Hebrew
word for light 77|? qal is connected to the Hebrew word for
dishonour / shame 1?72 galon. Western culture has largely
lost the emphasis on the importance of honour and shame
that is part of biblical culture and many eastern cultures.

forth publicly, it is described as his glory.

This kavod of the Lord fills all of creation. The seraphim
around the throne of God cry: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lorp of
hosts; the whole earth is full of his kavod” (Isaiah 6:3).

And how glorious our God is: “Yours, LORD, is the greatness
and the power and the kavod and the majesty and the splendour,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, LoRrp, is the
kingdom; you are exalted as head over all” (1 Chronicles 29:11).

When a pop star is welcomed onto stage in the opening
act of a sold-out stadium show with brilliant lights and
loud fanfare, they receive glory as they present their limited
‘greatness’, beauty and talent to the audience. How much
more is the Lord deserving of all admiration, adoration and
applause.

The glory of God is perfectly displayed through the life
and ministry of the Lord Jesus. Jesus best gave glory to God
the Father!

“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation
of [God’s] being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After
he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty in heaven’ (Hebrews 1:3).
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‘When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified
and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will
glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once”” (John
13:31-32).

‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth’ (John 1:14).

‘For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his
light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of
God'’s glory displayed in the face of Christ’ (2 Corinthians 4:6).

When we look to Jesus, we can begin to comprehend and
see God’s kavod.
The future is glorious and the Lord will indeed be glorified:

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the kavod of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14).

If you are interested in learning the Hebrew language through online
tuition (or in person if you are local to Berkshire), or if you are interested
in hosting a Hebrew language day for a group in your area, please contact
Melissa for more details at:

hebrew.explore@gmail.com or at www.explorehebrew.co.uk
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