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Our Shield and 11
Strong Defence magen

Defence

“After this, the word of the Loro came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am a shield (magen) to you, your exceedingly great reward.” (Genesis 15:1)

family friend of ours is a criminal
Adefence attorney. It is his role to speak

in a courtroom on behalf of the accused
— to represent them, to give them counsel,
guidance, help and legal protection. He stands
with them and for them as their defender. He
strives to establish a complete, accurate and
compelling defence for the accused.

Paying for a skilled, wise, experienced defence
attorney can be an expensive venture. How amazing
that the King of the Universe — the all-wise, all-
knowing, all-powerful, gracious God - offers
himself freely to stand in that role for us.

There are many passages where the
Lord offers to be a defence to his own:
“As for God, his way is perfect: The
Lorp’s word is flawless; he is a shield/
defence to all who take refuge in him”
(Psalm 18:30).

The Hebrew word for “defence”

141 magen, can mean “a literal or
figurative shield”. Itis from the
root verb 113 ganan, which means

“to cover/surround/defend/protect”.
Another closely related noun is 1331
meginnah, meaning “a covering”.

The way the Hebrew language is organised
according to topics with shared root letters means
there is often a helpful visual image within the family
of words for an “abstract’ word: ‘How does the Lord
defend us?’ Itis as if he is the covering of a sturdy
shield over us, surrounding us — a place of safety,
protection and defence from the enemy’s attacks. “
He is a magen to those whose walk is blameless, for he
guards the course of the just and protects the way of his
faithful ones” (Proverbs 2:7-8).

A privilege of following in Jesus’ footsteps is the
calling to mirror his heart and work by defending
others — especially the weak, the orphan, the widow
and those who have no voice. “Defend the weak and the
fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed”
(Psalm 82:3). In this way we allow the love and life of
Jesus to flow through us.

Who is your defence?

It's widely considered unwise for the accused to opt
not to engage legal counsel, and instead to represent
themselves in a court of law. In many countries it is

the right of an accused person to have ‘representation’.
Yet, so often in life I foolishly choose to be my own
defender. I get defensive. I put up my own flimsy
walls of self-protection and make justifications for
my own behaviour. I can wrongly feel that I have
to defend myself or no one else will. But, here is
the Good News — if I submit to God, asking him to
represent me — then God Almighty is my powerful,
reliable defence. Do we trust him to do that?
“Indeed, our shield/defence (magen) belongs to the
Lorp...” (Psalm 89:18)

Perhaps in some particularly complicated seasons
of life you have felt misunderstood,
misrepresented, and even falsely accused.
Obviously, there is a place for effective
communication, according to the
power and leading of the Holy Spirit,
but the truth is that Jesus was the
most misunderstood person in

all of history. Following him and
sharing in his suffering does mean
that similar challenges will come
our way. Jesus’ motives, words and
actions were questioned, misquoted
and his reputation maligned beyond
belief: “To this you were called, because
Messiah suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps. “He
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate;
when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted
himself to him who judges justly. ‘He himself bore our
sins’ in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins
and live for righteousness; ‘by his wounds you have been

healed”” (1 Peter 2:21-24).

There are several passages and word pictures in the
Scriptures that illustrate a heavenly courtroom scene.
We are the “accused’ and often the ‘guilty party’. God
Almighty is the righteous and just Judge, but also

our powerful Defence, and willing to send his Son to
take the punishment in our place. Hiding ourselves
by faith under the protection of his magen, is the
extraordinary and undeserved privilege of all those
who surrender to him.

“The Lorp is my strength and my magen; my heart trusts
in him, and he helps me. My heart leaps for joy, and with
my song I praise him”. (Psalm 28:7)
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