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For an inheritance to be acquired, someone has 
to die. “Where a will is, there must of necessity 
be the death of the one who made it” (Hebrews 

9:16). The firstborn of all creation, Jesus, willingly 
died in our place to obtain an inheritance for us.  But 
what actually is our inheritance?  How and when can 
it be accessed?

Jesus received judgment on our behalf so that we can 
receive blessing: an eternal inheritance. “If you belong to 
Messiah, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to 
promise” (Galatians 3:29).  If we have been born again, then 
it is, “into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4).  Unlike a 
standard inheritance, our inheritance in Christ can never be 
diminished or destroyed.  We experience a foretaste of this 
inheritance during our earthly lives, and then forever in 
eternity with God.  Our heavenly Father echoes the words of 
the forgiving father to his older son found in Luke’s Gospel, 
“you are always with me, and everything I have is yours” (Luke 
15:31).

Some say there is no need for a Christian to do anything 
to fully access their inheritance in Christ and to walk in 
the fullness of his blessings in this lifetime, because Christ 
has already done it all.  But is that really what the Bible 
indicates?

The original biblical Hebrew words on this topic are 
fascinating. There are two words from two different families 
of root letters.  It is worth taking notice when words on the 
same topic come from different root word families, as the 
Hebrew language usually sources such words from the 
same root letters—but not on the topic of inheritance!  The 
main ‘noun’ used to describe the actual thing promised—
the inheritance—is one that indicates that the inheritance 
is gifted and not earned נחֲַלָה (nachalah).  It is used 223 
times in the Tanakh, over half of which refer to land as a 
gift.  The ‘verb’ used is ׁירַָש (yarash), sometimes translated 
as “to possess” or “to inherit”, an action verb indicating 
“to actively drive out, to dispossess the enemy in order 
to obtain possession.”  It is used 231 times in the Hebrew 
Bible, usually relating to military action.  One always has to 
actively take the gifted inheritance, not passively receive it.

What is our inheritance in Christ?
Sons, not orphans or slaves, are eligible to receive an 

inheritance. “Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and 
if a son, then an heir through God” (Galatians 4:7).  We inherit 
eternal life starting from the moment we are born again.  
But God’s generosity does not stop there.  We also inherit 
redemption, freedom from sin, reconciliation with God, 
the possibility for shalom in all areas of our lives, purpose, 
Jesus’ authority as his ambassadors, and all the promises of 
God found in the Bible.  God truly bestows grace upon grace 
to his children.

We were debtors destined for death and eternal separation 
from God, but, in the most astounding transaction of all time, 

Jesus bought us back from the dominion of darkness with 
his precious blood in order to transfer us to his kingdom of 
light and life. “And you also were included in Messiah when you 
heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his 
glory” (Ephesians 1:12-14)

Jesus inherited everything from the Father, and he has 
passed on to us the eligibility to partake in this family 
inheritance (see John 16:15; John 1:12; Romans 8:16-17).  We 
have a share in everything that belongs to God if we are 
born again into his kingdom.  He desires us to know what 
is ours and he does not want to hold anything back, “For as 
many as are the promises of God, they all find their ‘Yes’ (answer) 
in him (Jesus)” (2 Corinthians 1:20 - Amplified).

Our inheritance includes the ability to share in God’s 
very nature, character, and authority. “For by these he has 
granted to us his precious and magnificent promises, so that by 
them you may become partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 
1:4).  This promised inheritance helps to sustain us with 
hope throughout a lifetime of joys, suffering, and trials: “As 
we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 
unseen” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18).

Insights from Joshua and the Promised Land
The children of Israel were given the land of Israel as 

an inheritance, but as they stood at the Jordan River, they 
had not yet appropriated their inheritance.  They had a 
legal right to the land promised to them, but they had 
not experientially taken hold of it yet.  That was going to 
necessitate obedience to the Lord in actual battles (according 
to the Lord’s guidance and help). “So Moses swore on that day, 
saying, ‘Surely the land on which your foot has trodden will be a 
nachalah to you and to your children forever, because you have 
followed the Lord my God fully’” (Joshua 14:9).  “So Joshua took 
the entire land, just as the Lord had directed Moses, and he gave it 
as a nachalah to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the 
land had rest from war” (Joshua 11:23).

Eleven of the twelve tribes are given specific portions of 
the land of Israel as their inheritance, but the tribe of the 
Levites are not given land as their possession.  Rather the 
Lord himself promised to be their inheritance. “That is why 
the Levites have no share or nachalah among their fellow Israelites; 
the Lord is their nachalah, as the Lord your God told them” 
(Deuteronomy 10: 9, see also Numbers 18:20).

Amazingly God says that the people of Israel are his 
inheritance! “For the Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob his 
allotted nachalah” (Deuteronomy 32: 9; see also 9:29).

The Jewish people are gifted the land, but Joshua and his 
army have to go to battle to possess it.  They have to displace 
the enemy who occupies the territory. “But I said to you, ‘You 
will possess (yarash) their land; I will give it to you to possess 
(yarash) it, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ I am the Lord 
your God, who has set you apart from the nations” (Leviticus 
20:24).
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Implications for Believers
In Luke’s Gospel a lawyer puts Jesus to the test by asking: 

“Rabbi, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 10:25).  
But is this lawyer asking the wrong question?  His question 
suggests we can obligate God by our actions to reward us 
with eternal life.  The truth is there is nothing anyone can 
do to inherit eternal life.  So why do we often act as if our 
good deeds do indeed obligate God?  Or behave as if our 
sinful mistakes might wipe out God’s generous gifts?  Does 
a son and heir need to strive to earn his already promised 
inheritance?

The Bible clearly asserts that we join in an epic battle when 
we join God’s kingdom.  We must put on the full armour 
that he provides in order to fight effectively against the 
enemy (see Ephesians 6:10-20).

How should it change our attitude and perspective 
towards life to realise that we are co-heirs with Christ, not 
based on our own merit, but on the righteousness of Jesus 
and the generosity and mercy of his Father?  Does a co-heir 
to the kingdom of God need to feel helpless or hopeless?  
Does a co-heir need to stress about money or be focused on 
storing-up treasures on earth? Such unfathomable riches, 
provision and blessings are ours in Christ!  But the greatest 

inheritance is to know the Lord himself, as the Levites 
experienced.

Your inheritance is like a beautiful gift dropped on your 
doorstep with your name on it.  You could leave it there 
and technically it would still be yours.  Or you could pick 
it up, unwrap it, read the instructions, assemble the gift that 
you have been given, and make use of it!  There can be a 
big difference between what God is willing to give us and 
what we are willing to receive (or take possession of). Read 
Deuteronomy 28-31!  Is your full share in the inheritance 
sitting dormant until you step up and do what God asks? 
“Go into the inheritance I have given you and occupy it.”

To walk in the fullness of our inheritance in Christ we 
must believe his truth, obey his commands and take hold 
of his promises.  Then for us, to live will be Christ and to 
die will be gain. “The boundary lines have fallen for me in 
pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance (nachalah)” 
(Psalm 16:6).

If you are interested in learning the Hebrew language through online 
tuition (or in person if you are local to Berkshire), or if you are interested 
in hosting a Hebrew language day for a group in your area, please 
contact Melissa for more details at:  hebrew.explore@gmail.com  
or at: www.explorehebrew.co.uk




