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I always sing “The Lord is my Shepherd” if a 
child wakes from a bad dream in the night. 
Subdued in those late hours, they close 

their eyes as Psalm 23 gently washes heavenly 
comfort over them. 
I end the song in whisper tones as they settle back to 
sleep. The Lord is with them. He cares for them. He is 
watching over them.  
The Shepherd heart of the Messiah is so beautiful and 
reassuring. But when Jesus spoke of being the “Good 
Shepherd”, his original Jewish audience, who knew 
their Scriptures well, would have also realised his 
claim had much more to it than poetic sweetness.  
For Jesus to claim the title “Good Shepherd” was for 
him to link himself to the Old Testament passages 
that explained a coming Shepherd would defend and 
rescue his “flock” with strength and power – and that 
this Shepherd would be God himself. So to his Jewish 
listeners, this was an assertion of Deity, which evoked 
not only warm, comforting feelings, but also a sense of 
shock and warnings of coming judgment.  
For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will 
search for my sheep and look after them. As a Shepherd … I 
myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down … I will 
bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek 
and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with 
justice. As for you, my flock … I will judge between one 
sheep and another, and between rams and goats.  
(Ezekiel 34:11-17 condensed)  
The reality that the Lord is my “Shepherd” means 
that he has a plan for my provision and protection. 
He is responsible for those things, as so beautifully 
described in Psalm 23. My responsibility is to stay 
close to him, listen, obey and follow. Yet if I fail to 
do those things, if I get lost, the Shepherd does not 
disown me. He heroically seeks me out to rescue and 
restore me to his flock: 
Then Jesus told them this parable:  
Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country 
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he 
finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. 
Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, 
‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that 
in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who do not need to repent.  (Luke 15:3-7)
The Hebrew word for Shepherd,  רעֶֹה  ro’eh,  speaks of 
the Shepherd’s role to provide sustenance and safety, 
as it literally means one who ‘grazes’ and ‘tends’ a 
flock. It comes from the verb   רָעָה  ra’ah  meaning 

‘to pasture, tend, and graze’. Ro’eh is also closely 
associated with the word for a ‘friend’ or ‘companion’  
 re’ah, (i.e. ‘one who is known’) which reminds us  רֵעָה
of the passage in John’s gospel where Jesus explains;  
I am the Good Shepherd, and I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me – just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. (John 10:14) 

How amazing that the Lord himself was and is the 
promised coming Shepherd;  
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one 
who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times.” … He will stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name 
of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then 
his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  
(Micah 5:2, 4)
Jesus’ reference to himself as the “Good Shepherd” 
has so many connotations that are lost on most of 
us today (e.g. Jeremiah 23 and Ezekiel 34). In the time 
period and culture of Jesus’ First Century ministry, 
a ro’eh had an extraordinarily close relationship with 
his flock – different from modern, western herding 
techniques. It is such good news that Jesus the 
Messiah is not only our gentle, nurturing ro’eh, but 
also one who fiercely defends us with an unmatched 
loyalty, intimacy and devotion!  Let him lead you, 
nourish you, protect you and carry you. 
… “Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign Lord comes with 
power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense accompanies him. He tends 
his flock like a shepherd: he gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that 
have young. (Isaiah 40:9-11)
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