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The name of the Lorp is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe (Proverbs 18:10)

gunpoint in a car park. She bravely stared

the gunman in the eye and said: “Go, in
Jesus’ Name!” And without a word the startled
man stepped back and ran away, leaving her
purse and everything he had intended to hurt
or steal behind.

Iknow a pastor’s wife who was once held at

Why is the name of the Lorp so significant and powerful?

A name in Hebrew tells us about the essential
character or the destiny of the person who bears it.
Biblical Hebrew names express more about the person
than the typical modern, western choice of names.

Sometimes God saw fit to change the name of a
person, in order to reflect the way he wanted to
change their calling or nature: Avram to Avraham, Sarai
to Sarah, Yakov to Israel. Revelation 2:17 talks about a
‘new name’ given to overcomers (see also Isaiah 62:2).

The Hebrew word for ‘name’ is QU - shem. And ‘Shem’
is the name of one of Noah'’s three sons. So his name
is Name! However, in Hebrew the

word shem means more than just our

they ask me, “‘What is his name?’... God said to Moses,

“I am wHo I Am. This is what you are to say...: ‘I Am 111’
has sent me to you.” God also said to Moses, “Say to the
Israelites, “The Lorp, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent
me to you. This is my name forever, the name you shall call
me from generation to generation” (Exodus 3:13-15)

God’s names are descriptive and sacred. Through
them he expresses aspects of his divine nature.
Together they help paint an increasingly clear picture
of who he is. There are at least 37 Hebrew shemot
(plural of shem) for God used in the Tanakh, and more
in the New Testament.

Lorp. Shepherd. Judge. Holy One. Jealous. Deliverer.
Most High. The God who Provides. The God who Heals.
Redeemer. Shield. Strength. Righteous One. Everlasting
God. God our Rock. King. Father. God of Covenant.
Saviour. God of Seeing. The Branch. The Lorp is There.
The Lorp Who Sanctifies. The Lorp our Righteousness.

Jewish people often refer to God
simply as “Ha-Shem”, meaning
“The Name”. Based on a passage in

modern idea of “name” — it also refers
to a person’s fame, renown, identity
or reputation. Hence, in Genesis we
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Leviticus which warns: “anyone who
blasphemes the shem of the Lorp is to be

read of: “...men of great renown [shem]”
(Genesis 6:4).

‘Shem’ is the root word of the term “Shemite” or
Semitic. The Semitic languages are a family of
languages that includes Hebrew, Aramaic, Akkadian,
Ambharic, Ugaritic and more. The term anti-Semitic
also comes from the word ‘shem’, but refers only to
hatred of the Jewish people, and not all descendants of
Shem.

Knowing someone’s shem is a primary point of
connection for a relationship. It is often the first bit of
information exchanged when new people meet. How
amazing that God desires to make himself known to us!

What a watershed moment in human history when
God reveals his holy shem to Moses:
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Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh

Which is translated into English as: “I am who I am”
or “I will be who I will be” — encapsulating the truth
that God is the Existent One — the One who brought
everything into being and who is, who was, and who
is to be:

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites ... and
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put to death,” (Leviticus 24:16) along

with the commandment not to take
the Lorp’s shem in vain (see Exodus 20:7), the Jewish
people are very careful and respectful in how they
refer to the Lorp.

The shem of God is not a magic word. It is God
himself who holds the power, rather than simply his
name in a disconnected, separate way. But since this
Name is used to identify and describe the mighty God,
it is very special: “For, ‘everyone who calls on the shem of
the Lorp shall be saved.”” (Romans 10:13). The very first
mention of prayer in the Bible is in Genesis where it is
written, “At that time people began to call on the shem of
the Lorp.” (Genesis 4:26).

As the redeemed, we are ambassadors and
representatives of the Great King. We have great
responsibility and authority as we act in his Shem.
Let us revere and call on the Shem of the Lorp, who is
worthy of great renown: “Salvation is found in no one
else, for there is no other name (shem) under heaven given
to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

If you are interested in learning the Hebrew language through online tuition, or if you are
interested in hosting a Hebrew language day for a group in your area, please contact Melissa for
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