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God is beautiful.  Isaiah says of the Lord, “Your 
eyes will see the king in his beauty (yofi) and 
view a land that stretches afar” (Isaiah 33:17), 

and David writes, “Give to the Lord the glory due to 
his name; worship the Lord in the splendour of his 
holiness” (Psalm 29:2).

Beholding God’s beauty was David’s greatest desire, even 
when under intense attack.  “One thing I ask of the Lord , this 
is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek 
him in his temple” (Psalm 27:4).

What is beauty and what is its purpose?  
Beauty – whether in nature, music, poetry, art, literature or 
people – is meant to point us to God.  We long for beauty 
because we are created by, and for, a beautiful God.

But beauty is a misunderstood or neglected topic in the 
modern Western Church.  While media is promoting beauty 
as supremely important, the church feels at a loss for what 
to do besides downplay the significance of beauty.  It is an 
attribute of God that many have too quickly written off as 
‘worldly’. 

Our hearts should be full of an awareness and thankfulness 
that God is not simply a utilitarian God.  He chose to 
create the world full of so many colours, tastes, aromas, 
breathtaking views, and sensory delights.

The world sends an endless stream of 
damaging and confusing messages about 
beauty.  It has hijacked and twisted beauty – 
wrongly placing it as the highest virtue, or as the 
measure of worth, or as the path to happiness or 
lust.  The world’s standards and definitions of 
beauty are skewed and fickle.

One of the Hebrew words for beauty is  יוֹפִי  yofi, which 
can refer to both an inner and/or outer beauty of mankind, 
or of the Lord, or of locations, such as Jerusalem (see Psalm 
48:2).  In Modern Hebrew this word is used in an extremely 
casual way to mean ‘great’ or ‘attractive’, in a way that 
downgrades the Biblical significance of yofi.

Beauty is the appealing, pleasing attractiveness of the 
goodness and creativity of God’s nature – reflected in God’s 
handiwork and perfectly embodied in the glorified Messiah.

Other words in this same family of words, which all share 
the same root letter system, include: 
yafeh – beautiful, fair (adjective)  יָפֶה
yafah – to be beautiful or fair (verb)  יָפָה
	 יָפוֹ Yafo – a coastal town on the Mediterranean – (often 

pronounced Jaffa or Joppa in English) – meaning 
‘beautiful’ (proper noun)

Translation of this topic can be confusing because there 
are a number of Hebrew words from different root letter 
systems that all get translated as ‘beautiful’ in English.  For 
example, a number of the most common Scriptures that are 
used to ‘prove’ that God is disinterested in beauty, such as 

1 Samuel 16:7 and Isaiah 53:2, do not actually use the word 
yofi. Rather, in both these instances, the Hebrew word is 
actually מַרְאֶה (mareh) from the family of words on the topic 
of ‘seeing’ – meaning “what can be seen with the eye” or mere 
visual, outward appearance.

So has the church forgotten what true beauty looks like?  
Beauty is multi-faceted and meant to reflect God and to 
draw us to God.  The church, as the body of Messiah, must 
reclaim beauty and return it to its rightful, God-given role.

God has already made each individual beautiful in his 
own creative way, so there is no need to strive.  And praise 
for all beauty or goodness in our lives should be directed 
only towards him.  “He has made everything beautiful (yafeh) 
in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet 
they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).

God is the one who made us in his image, who redeems us, 
and who transforms us by the power of the Holy Spirit into 
the likeness of his beautiful Son.  “Those who look to him are 
radiant, their faces are never covered with shame” (Psalm 34:5).

Imagine these five scenes: a tropical island with leafy palm 
trees;  rolling sand dunes in a desert expanse;  an impressive 
mountain range sprinkled with pine trees;  a lush, dense 
rainforest;  the English countryside with her many shades 
of green and colourful wildflowers.  Amazingly, they are all 

beautiful, even though they are so different from 
one another!

What is true in nature is certainly true in 
the crown of God’s creation – humankind –
that beauty is multi-faceted and not a limited 
commodity. Beauty can come in all shapes, sizes, 
shades, and variations – especially in people!

Ezekiel 16 vividly portrays the Lord mercifully and 
generously lavishing Israel with beauty and adornment 
– only to have Israel misuse that yofi in ‘prostitution’ for a
season.  At the end of the chapter God graciously vows to
restore Israel to himself through a new covenant.

Many warnings and lessons about beauty can be gleaned 
from this important chapter, “I gave you my solemn oath and 
entered into a covenant with you, declares the Sovereign Lord, and 
you became mine. ...I dressed you in fine linen and covered you with 
costly garments... I put a ring on your nose, earrings on your ears 
and a beautiful crown on your head. ... You became very beautiful 
(yofi) and rose to be a queen. And your fame spread among the 
nations on account of your beauty (yofi), because the splendour I 
had given you made your beauty perfect, declares the Sovereign 
Lord.” ‘But you trusted in your beauty (yofi) and used your fame 
to become a prostitute. You lavished your favours on anyone who 
passed by and your beauty became his. ... Such things should not 
happen, nor should they ever occur.” (see Ezekiel 16).

Like many of God’s other good creations – such as 
sexuality or food – beauty can become an idol and can 
be misused.  In fact, in Ezekiel 28:17 we read that Lucifer 
fell partly due to pride about his own beauty (yofi).  And 
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certainly, yofi without reverence for the Lord is fleeting (see 
Proverbs 31:30).  When we elevate beauty to a role it was 
never intended to hold – to be a measure of our worth or 
identity – beauty will always let us down.

Though men are certainly appreciators of beauty, women 
have an innate desire to be beautiful.  According to Ephesians 
5, women are a representation of the beautiful bride of the 
Messiah.  So often women are drawn to the idea of adorning 
themselves with attractive clothing, make-up and jewellery.  
Perhaps this is a physical picture of the preparation the bride 
of Messiah is meant to be undertaking?

Ornate garments that women from every culture around 
the world wear for weddings point to the glorious garments 
of salvation that the bride of Messiah wears (see Isaiah 61-63 
and Revelation 19:7-8).

Sadly, sin has entered into the picture along with decay, 
disease and death.  But praise God that our redemption 
draws near and the Messiah conquered sin and death.  If 
we are part of the bride, then our future is one of joy and 
perfected beauty – without spot or blemish (see Ephesians 
5:27 and Philippians 3:20-21).

Psalm 45 is a beautiful exposition of the redemption story 
– of the strength of the Messiah and the love he has for his
bride: “You [Messiah] are the most excellent (yafeh) of men and 
your lips have been anointed with grace, since God has blessed you 
forever.... [O bride] The king is enthralled by your beauty (yofi); 
honour him, for he is your lord. The Daughter of Tyre will come 

with a gift, men of wealth will seek your favour. All glorious is the 
princess within her chamber; her gown is interwoven with gold. 
In embroidered garments she is led to the king...” (see Psalm 45).

A woman may be very pretty by the world’s standards, 
but she may have a coldness, meanness, or self-centredness 
about her that diminishes her overall yofi.  She radiates 
stress, superiority, striving, or insecurity instead of rest in 
Jesus’ love for her.  Our self-obsessed, self-indulgent motives 
have no place when we are God’s ambassadors, purchased 
at a costly price.

Godly beauty is not about increasing our own self-esteem 
or our own glory, but rather joyfully losing ourselves in 
Jesus - more of him, and less of me!  “Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought 
at a price. Therefore honour God with your body.” (I Corinthians 
6:19-20).  The Temple in Jerusalem was to be looked after 
in an excellent manner; shouldn’t that carry over into the 
stewardship of our bodies as ‘temples’ as well?

So how far will we go to honour God, and to let him unveil 
his yofi in our lives?

If you are interested in learning the Hebrew language through online 
tuition (or in person if you are local to Berkshire), or if you are interested 
in hosting a Hebrew language day for a group in your area, please 
contact Melissa for more details at:  hebrew.explore@gmail.com or at 
www.explorehebrew.co.uk




